
 
 

 

 
 
 

About the American Human Development Project 
 
The American Human Development Project is a nonpartisan, nonprofit initiative of the Social Science 
Research  Council.  Its  mission  is  to provide  easy‐to‐use  yet  methodologically  sound  tools  for 
understanding the distribution of well‐being and opportunity  in America and to stimulate  fact‐based 
dialogue about issues we all care about: health, education, and income. A hallmark of this work is the 
American  Human  Development  Index,  a  measure  that  paints  a  portrait  of  Americans  today  and 
empowers communities with a tool to track progress tomorrow. This Index is based on the well‐honed 
international  Human  Development  Index,  published  annually  by  the  United  Nations.  The  Project  is 
made  possible  through  the  generous  support  of  the  Conrad  N.  Hilton  Foundation  and  The  Lincy 
Foundation. 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Sarah Burd‐Sharps and Kristen Lewis are co‐directors of  the American Human Development Project. 
Previously,  Sarah  worked  with  the  United  Nations  for  over  two  decades,  most  recently  as  Deputy 
Director  of  the  Human  Development  Report  Office  of  the  United  Nations  Development  Program 
(UNDP). Prior to this, she worked in China and in a number of African countries on gender issues and 
economic empowerment. Sarah holds an M.I.A. from Columbia University. Kristen also comes from an 
international  development  policy  background,  having  worked  primarily  in  the  areas  of  gender 
equality,  governance,  environment,  and  water  and  sanitation.  Kristen  is  co‐author,  under  the 
leadership of  Jeffrey Sachs’ Millennium Project, of  the 2005 book Health, Dignity and Development: 
What  Will  It  Take?  She  worked  at  the  United  Nations  for  some  ten  years  and  has  served  as  a 
consultant  for  many  international  development  organizations.  Kristen  also  holds  an  M.I.A.  from 
Columbia University. 
 
 
 
 


