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“The Measure of America: American Human Development Report 2008-2009”
By Sarah Burd-Sharps, Kristen Lewis and Eduardo Borges Martins

AUGUSTA, GA - For the first time ever Americans have been given a detailed example of the
status of health care and the structure of inequality to be found in this land. In a well-written,
smoothly decorated report, a collection of researchers provide the first human development
index ever compiled for a prosperous nation with the release of “The Measure of America:
American Human Development Report 2008-2009.”

Compiled by a collection of researchers working together, this report is a fastidious example of
collaborative research done well. Headed by the combination of former deputy director of
UNDP’S Human Development Report Office Sarah Burd-Sharps and the author of extensive
publications concerning gender, development, and the environment Kristen Lewis, this report
breathes with a professional air on every page. Assisted in an admirable fashion by statistics
director Eduardo Borges Martins, this index is the result of a combination of talent, experience
and dedication in the field of empirical study.

Though one may expect a small percentage of Americans to actually read a report like this,
one can take hope in the fact that this data set is saturated with informative connotations and
pristine comparative studies. Taking gender, race, education and earnings, the study
undertakes an attempt to compile a human development index based upon the configuration of
life built upon a long and healthy lifespan, access to knowledge, and a decent standard of living
in the realm of daily activity. Furthermore, the collection of data amassed here provides an
intriguing display of the disparities to be found in this society despite the amount of
advancement often touted by officials in the American government.

This collection raises a plethora of question built around differences. Whether urban or rural,
whether male or female, whether immigrant or native, whether rich or poor, the collection of
reality within the American experience spans the length of possibility within a continuum of
pleasure and pain in the day-to-day experience.

Particularly intriguing for those interested in comparative questions are the collection of maps at
a glance in the back of the report. Within these stunning graphics, readers can find the amount
of development for various states, congressional districts, ethnic groups, educational squadrons
and other pertinent stratification indicators within American society. Furthermore, the use of
visual aids allows readers to visualize the myriad of options available and determinant in the
life cycle of the American citizen.

Compiled with skill and detail surpassing the usual pronouncements about American life, “The
Measure of America” is a wonderful tool and informative guide for readers in search of a deeper
understanding of the complex nature of American society.

Burd-Sharps, Sarah, Kristen Lewis, and Eduardo Borges Martins. “The Measure of America:
American Human Development Report 2008 — 2009.” New York: Columbia University Press
and the Social Science Research Council. 2008. 246pp. $75.00 Cloth or $24.95 Paper. ISBN:
9780231154949 Cloth or 9780231154956 Paper.

http://metrospirit.com/index.php?cat=1993101070610360&ShowArticle_ID=11011609083262325[8/4/2009 10:56:34 AM]


http://metrospirit.com/index.php
http://metrospirit.com/Portlet/Banner_Redirect.php?z_Banner_ID=1991507090871590
http://metrospirit.com/index.php?cat=121602052029074
http://metrospirit.com/index.php?cat=122309084366717
http://metrospirit.com/index.php?cat=121304064623238
http://metrospirit.com/index.php?cat=121304064626532
http://metrospirit.com/index.php?cat=121304064638297
http://metrospirit.com/index.php?cat=121304064641080
http://metrospirit.com/index.php?cat=1991912071007154
http://metrospirit.com/index.php?cat=1991905091085145
http://metrospirit.com/index.php?cat=121304064644348
http://classifieds.metrospirit.com/
http://metrospirit.com/index.php?cat=121905051777038
mailto:spirit@metrospirit.com
http://metrospirit.com/index.php?cat=1211804063929847&Page_Uri=metrospirit.com%2Findex.php%3Fcat%3D1993101070610360%26ShowArticle_ID%3D11011609083262325&Send_Article=%26ldquo%3BThe%20Measure%20of%20America%3A%20American%20Human%20Development%20Report%202008-2009.%26rdquo%3B
http://metrospirit.com/Portlet/Print_Friendly.php?Print=Article&z_Article_ID=11011609083262325
mailto:spirit@metrospirit.com
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://metrospirit.com/Portlet/Banner_Redirect.php?z_Banner_ID=11012006081118050

http://metrospirit.com/Portlet/Banner_Redirect.php?z_Banner_ID=11012406080768698

Metro Spirit: Book Reviews - “The Measure of America: American Human Development Report 2008-2009.”

rraI;MQQ%

Location & Studio Pho’rogiuphy
Family and Corporcte Portralts « Model and Arfist Parifolio

l " VERIFIED Copyright © 2009, Portico Publications Powered by PLANet w3 CMS Content Management System
Copyright | Portico Corporation PLANet Systems Group 2009

http://metrospirit.com/index.php?cat=1993101070610360&ShowArticle_1D=11011609083262325[8/4/2009 10:56:34 AM]


http://metrospirit.com/Portlet/Banner_Redirect.php?z_Banner_ID=11010705093842526
http://www.google.com/
http://www.google.com/
http://www.verifiedaudit.com/
http://metrospirit.com/index.php?cat=122712062787295&ShowArticle_ID=1992302073496816
http://metrospirit.com/index.php?cat=122712062767075&ShowArticle_ID=1990803073785829
http://www.planetsg.com/PLANet_Systems_Group_Website

	metrospirit.com
	Metro Spirit: Book Reviews - “The Measure of America: American Human Development Report 2008-2009.”


	VfSUQ9MTEwMTE2MDkwODMyNjIzMjUA: 
	SearchHeader: 
	Search: Full Site Search
	button0: 


	VfSUQ9MTEwMTE2MDkwODMyNjIzMjUA: 
	form1: 
	q: 
	btnG: 




